IN THE CLAIMS: 



1. (Currently amended) A container conveying system for conveying containers 
containing substrates such as waf e rs and r e t i c le s within a clean room, said container 
conveying system comprising: 

a conveyance apparatus comprising a main portion for conveyance of the 
containers along a main conveyance path, substantially in parallel with an array of plural 
a plura l ity of treatment apparatuses^ and at least one branch portion extending from 
said main portion toward said array, for temporarily holding containers in standby to 
convey sa i d conta i n e rs ; and 

a transfer apparatus capable of moving horizontally and freely in an upper ceiling 
space within the said clean room, above the conveyance apparatus: 

a lifter supported by the transfer apparatus for raising, lowering and rotating a 
container: 

said array of plural treatment apparatuses extending along b ei ng arranged on 
at least one side of main conveyance path a passage and respectively provided with 
interface devices on the side facing the main conveyance path: said passage, 

said interface devices capable of temporarily receiving the sa i d containers and 
moving the said substrates from the interiors of the said containers to the interiors of 
the said treatment apparatuses and vice versa in a hermetically sealed atmosphere; 
and 

said transfer apparatus and lifter transferring the said containers between said 
conveyance apparatus and said interface devices treatment apparatuses or between 
said interface devices tr e atment apparatus e s . 

2. (Cancelled) 

3. (Currently amended) The conveyor conveying system according to claim 1 2 , wherein said 
main portion provides plural conveyance paths which are arranged vertically in parallel. 

4. (Currently amended) The conveyor system according to claim 12, wherein said main 
portion provides plural conveyance paths which are arranged horizontally tranv e rs el y 
in parallel. 



5. (Currently amended) The container conveying system according to claim 12, wherein 
each of said main and branch portions of said conveyance apparatus un i ts is 
const i tut e d by a conveyor. 

6. (Currently amended) The container conveying system according to claim 1 
comprising , wh e r ei n sa i d transfer apparatus compr i s e s at least two of said transfer 
apparatuses and lifters respectively supported by said transfer apparatuses apparatus 
units . 

7. (Currently amended) A container conveying system for conveying containers 
containing substrates such as wafers and ret i c l es within a clean room, said container 
conveying system comprising: 

a conveyance apparatus, disposed substantially in parallel with and above an 
array of plural a p l urality of treatment apparatuses, in an upper ceiling space within said 
clean room to convey said containers , said conveyance apparatus comprising a main 
portion for conveyance of the containers along a main conveyance path and a plurality 
of branch portions extending from said main portion toward said array, each branch 
portion providing a branch conveyance path for temporarily holding containers in 
standby ; and 

a transfer apparatus capable of moving freely in a vertica l p l ane e xtend i ng along 
sa i d conveyance apparatus in the said upper ceiling space within the said clean room, 
above said conveyance apparatus; 7 

a lifter supported by the transfer apparatus for raising, lowering and rotating a 
container; 

said plural treatment apparatuses arranged on at least one side of the main 
conveyance path a passage and respectively provided with interface devices on the 
side facing the main conveyance path: sa i d passag e , 

said interface devices capable of temporarily receiving the said containers and 
moving the said substrates from the interiors of the said containers to the interiors of 
said treatment apparatuses and vice versa in a hermetically sealed atmosphere;; and 

said transfer apparatus and lifter transferring the said containers between said 
conveyance apparatus and said interface devices tr e atm e nt apparatuses or between 
said interface devices treatm e nt apparatuses . 



8. (Canceled) 

9. (Currently amended) The container conveying system according to claim 7: 

wherein an array of said plural treatment apparatuses |s afe arranged on each 
of opposing both sides of the main portion of the conveyance apparatus sa i d passag e ,; 

wherein said conveyance apparatus comprises two conveyors respectively 
defining has two conv e yanc e apparatus units trav eli ng r e sp e ct i vely along two main 
conveyance paths running in opposite directions : wh i ch ar e a going path an d-a 
r e turning path, and 

wherein a said transfer apparatus is provided on each of the opposing the r i ght 
and l eft sides of the two main said conveyance paths apparatus . 

1 0. (Currently amended) The container conveying system according to claim 9, wherein 
the sa i d two main conveyance paths are arranged horizontally transv e rs el y in parallel. 

1 1 . (Currently amended) The container conveying system according to claim 9, wherein 
said two main conveyance paths are arranged vertically in parallel. 

12. (Currently amended) The container conveying system according to claim 4 3, 
wherein each of said main and branch portions of said conveyance apparatus un i ts is 
constituted by a conveyor. 

13. (Canceled) 

14. (Canceled) 

15. (Canceled) 

16. (Currently amended) The container conveying system according to claim 4 
comprising , where i n said transf e r apparatus compr i s e s at least two of said transfer 
apparatuses and lifters respectively supported by said transfer apparatuses apparatus 
units . 
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17. (Currently amended) The container conveying system according to claim 5 
comprising , wh e r ei n sa i d transf e r apparatus compr i ses at least two of said transfer 
apparatuses and lifters respectively supported by said transfer apparatuses apparatus 
units . 

18. (Canceled) 

19. (New) The conveyor system according to claim 1 wherein said main conveyance 
path is linearly straight. 

20. (New) The conveyor system according to claim 4 wherein said plural conveyance 
paths are linearly straight. 

21. (New) The conveyor system according to claim 7 wherein said main conveyance 
path is linearly straight. 

22. (New) The conveyor system according to claim 9 wherein said two main 
conveyance paths are linearly straight. 



